{@H%TAGE The Appeal to Save Our Special
Ceiling Project at St Michael’s Church, Brent
Knoll - June to November 2019

The Friends of St Michael's Church set up a group to manage our appeal with a
target of £15k to be raised within six months. The basic framework was to obtain
sponsorship for all the elements of the carved medieval N aisle ceiling. These elements
were made up of 96 panels, 24 angels and 6 roof bosses, with sponsorship values
ranging from £100 pounds for a panel to £250 for a roof boss. The aim was to complete
this matrix through individual / local organization / business sponsorship, and
fundraising events.

Panel ceiling Angel Roof boss

The Appeal was launched at the Brent Knoll Village Fete in June with an exhibition that
highlighted the repair issues in our church. Following this a door to door campaign was
launched led by the indefatigable 87 year old David Filmer, who distributed our Appeal
leaflet around Brent Knoll (see end of article).

Major fundraising events

September - A Night at the Movies was organised by the Parish Hall Committee and
featured Brian Freestone delivering a talk on film musical scores. John Page provided
the technical wizardry through video clips. Brian covered a wide range of movies and
came to the conclusion that Ennio Morricone was the top rated film music composer of
all time. Never heard of him? Well, think of the Good, the Bad and the Ugly , a Fistful of
Dollars and the Mission...

October - Raise the Roof - Colin Townsend turned impresario and provided us with a
wonderful evening’s entertainment under the banner of Raise the Roof. The U3A
Ukulele Band from Burnham set the scene with a series of numbers based on hits of the
1950s, and this was followed by Simply Squeezers, a local accordion band, who took us
onto the streets of Paris with a series of evocative numbers. But, topping the bill, the
Burnham Rock Choir really did ‘Raise the Roof” with a rousing performance of rock
songs accompanied by all the appropriate hand and body movements. One doubts
whether the church has ever been witness to such a rousing performance in its eight
hundred years.
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November - Medieval Feast at St Michael’s Church - Sixty guests, many dressed in
Medieval costume, sat down to an authentic Medieval Feast in St Michael’s Church on
Saturday November 16th. They were provided with a magnificent meal in a setting that
had been decorated and suitably lit for the occasion. As the guests arrived they were
welcomed by music from Caliban’s Dream, a duo from Devon. When all the guests were
seated a symbolic boar’s head was paraded around the church. Brenda Walker gave a
speech of welcome and the feast began, brought in by a trusty band of serving
wenches. Throughout the evening, Caliban’s Dream took their pipes and hurdy-gurdy
around the church playing to the individual tables in turn. A fine time was had by all.

Thanks must go to Rosemary Keele for having the original idea and following it through
with considerable organisational and culinary skill. Those involved in setting up before
the event included Sarah Maclean, with decorations, and Mike Smith, with lighting. The
serving wenches worked tirelessly on the evening to organise and serve the food.

¥, ]
&
g \
»

High table Musicians at the Feast Guests at the feast Food arrives



{'@H%MGE The Appeal to Save Our Special
Ceiling Project at St Michael’s Church, Brent
Knoll - June to November 2019

Other events

Brent Knoll Guides organised a bingo night and Brownies and Rainbows joined in with
general fundraising. Tadpoles, the local pre-school group, held a summer barbeque.

St Michael’s Angel Ale

In the medieval period churchwardens used to brew ale to raise funds to support the
cost of maintaining their church. This tradition was revived and the Bespoke Brewery at
Mitcheldean in the Forest of Dean produced a specially labelled brew for our Appeal. It
went on sale at £3.50 per bottle providing £1 to the appeal for each bottle bought. The
whole order of 100 bottles was sold by Christmas.

A bottle of Angel Ale

And so ended a very successful Appeal...

The Appeal leaflet:

AN appeal by the Friends of St Michael’s Church An appeal by the Fiends of St Michael's Church An appaal by the Fiends of St Michasl’s Church

Stxve Our Speclal Ceiling s<:ve OUI’ Special Ceiling How:eanirey ielp?

| Donating To Our Appeal !




{@H%TAGE The Appeal to Save Our Special
Ceiling Project at St Michael’s Church, Brent
Knoll - June to November 2019



